Research Perspective on Utilizing and Valuing Tumor Biobanks.
Tumor biobanks have become critical components of the cancer research infrastructure. Consideration of how to place appropriate values on tumor biobanks is important for all stakeholders. At the level of individual biobanks, value is important in determining how to contribute to, utilize, and fund biobanks. At the level of the research system, value is important in determining how to evaluate, rationalize, and sustain or modify the investments in this infrastructure. This review considers approaches and indicators for evaluation of a biobank with a particular focus on utilization, as one important indicator of value, from the perspective of the researcher and funder. The patterns of utilization and the influence of different phases and approaches of research, and types of biobank are described, as well as strategies for biobanks to increase utilization and therefore their value to research.